SOUTHERN AFRICAN VEXILLOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
FLAG SPECIFICATION SHEET

Southern Rhodesia

Colonial ensign 1925 - 1953 (second variant)
360

0
412 4 12

12

Duel flag arrangement:
The Southern Rhodesian flag flew jointly with the British Union flag

When the Admiralty granted permission for a Southern Rhodesian dark blue ensign in 1937, this was specifically
stated as being for use outside the country only while the Union Jack remained the official flag of the colony and thus
flew within the country. With the advent of the Federation in 1953, it must be remembered that the UK Government
was an official participating entity in the Federal government structure (along with the Governments of Southern
Rhodesia, Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland and the Federal Government - a unique, if somewhat clumsy, 5
administration arrangement), hence the Union Jack remained an "official" flag along with the Federal flag. Following
the dissolution of the Federation at the end of 1963, the participating territories reverted back to their individual
“colonial" status and Southern Rhodesia continued with the dual flag arrangement until after UDI in 1965. This
"rebellion against the crown" saw the adoption of a new flag on 11 November 1968 and the dropping of the Union Jack

asan official flag of the country.

Source: The Union Jack over Southern and Central Africa 1795-1994, by FG Brownell, SAVA Journal 3/94 (1994).
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